
Abstract : One of the most characteristic traits of the curr ent astronomical research is a huge amount of profe ssional information and an ever-increasing flow of observational data, a 
substantial fraction of which comes in pictures so appealing to the general public. In 2007, two group s of research scientists of the Astronomical Instit ute of Slovak Academy of 
Sciences (Slovakia) got approved projects (ending i n 2009) aimed at a specific transfer of astronomical  data and knowledge to the general public --- a task  of crucial importance 
especially during the IYA2009; a new project  “Expl orer the universe, your home”, starting in 2009  wi ll continue to 2012. 

The aim of these projects was to popularize the fie ld of astronomy and astrophysics  to the wide publi c community and to increase the basic astronomical knowledge of  pupils and 
students of basic and secondary schools. One of the  project’s tasks is also to deepen such knowledge o f teachers of physics, geography and natural science s by organizing 
astronomy-focused meetings at a national level. It is important that the students and the wide public acquire information about practical applications of  both astronomical and space 
research and see explicitly where a non-negligible part of the state budget from tax payers goes. This  contribution highlights our experience being engag ed in such activities and gives 
some tips for future developments this important pr ofessional-public relations. Both projects were  su pported by the Slovak Research and Development Agen cy.

Vojtech Rušin, Ján Svore � and Aleš Ku � era
Astronomical Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sci ences, 059 60 Tatranská Lomnica, Slovakia
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Annual astronomical 
educational workshops

for  teachers

Excursions

Miscellaneous

Open door days
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