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SummarySummarySummarySummary
IYA2009 was a unique chance presenting astronomy. Different peopIYA2009 was a unique chance presenting astronomy. Different peopIYA2009 was a unique chance presenting astronomy. Different peopIYA2009 was a unique chance presenting astronomy. Different people le le le 
from all around the world brought the sky closer to their earth.from all around the world brought the sky closer to their earth.from all around the world brought the sky closer to their earth.from all around the world brought the sky closer to their earth. In In In In 
Germany, 40.000 activities attracted more than 2 Million people.Germany, 40.000 activities attracted more than 2 Million people.Germany, 40.000 activities attracted more than 2 Million people.Germany, 40.000 activities attracted more than 2 Million people. In In In In 
GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen, a middle, a middle, a middle, a middle----sized town in the centre of Germany 8.000 sized town in the centre of Germany 8.000 sized town in the centre of Germany 8.000 sized town in the centre of Germany 8.000 
participants were reached at about 150 activities by the offers participants were reached at about 150 activities by the offers participants were reached at about 150 activities by the offers participants were reached at about 150 activities by the offers of of of of 
““““FFFFöööörderkreisrderkreisrderkreisrderkreis Planetarium Planetarium Planetarium Planetarium GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen““““ (FPG). Following the intention to (FPG). Following the intention to (FPG). Following the intention to (FPG). Following the intention to 
popularize the modern scientific view of the world we took part popularize the modern scientific view of the world we took part popularize the modern scientific view of the world we took part popularize the modern scientific view of the world we took part in IYA in IYA in IYA in IYA 
2009 with a series of events described in the following. Our pro2009 with a series of events described in the following. Our pro2009 with a series of events described in the following. Our pro2009 with a series of events described in the following. Our proposition position position position 
that astronomy may operate as an that astronomy may operate as an that astronomy may operate as an that astronomy may operate as an ““““initial druginitial druginitial druginitial drug”””” to natural sciences was to natural sciences was to natural sciences was to natural sciences was 
confirmed. The latter was especially emphasized by the reactionsconfirmed. The latter was especially emphasized by the reactionsconfirmed. The latter was especially emphasized by the reactionsconfirmed. The latter was especially emphasized by the reactions of the of the of the of the 
children and teenagers. IYA2009 was a challenge for all involvedchildren and teenagers. IYA2009 was a challenge for all involvedchildren and teenagers. IYA2009 was a challenge for all involvedchildren and teenagers. IYA2009 was a challenge for all involved
persons and institutions. Continuing now and expanding this workpersons and institutions. Continuing now and expanding this workpersons and institutions. Continuing now and expanding this workpersons and institutions. Continuing now and expanding this work will will will will 
be our next duty.be our next duty.be our next duty.be our next duty.

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground
Since more then 200 years due to the work of C.F. Since more then 200 years due to the work of C.F. Since more then 200 years due to the work of C.F. Since more then 200 years due to the work of C.F. GauGauGauGaußßßß (1777(1777(1777(1777----1855) at 1855) at 1855) at 1855) at 
the observatory has made the observatory has made the observatory has made the observatory has made GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen well known around the world well known around the world well known around the world well known around the world 
especially for astronomy. The Mecca of especially for astronomy. The Mecca of especially for astronomy. The Mecca of especially for astronomy. The Mecca of ““““newnewnewnew”””” physics was in physics was in physics was in physics was in GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen in in in in 
the 1920s when quantum mechanics and theory of relativity revoluthe 1920s when quantum mechanics and theory of relativity revoluthe 1920s when quantum mechanics and theory of relativity revoluthe 1920s when quantum mechanics and theory of relativity revolutionized tionized tionized tionized 
sciences. Solely to mention the tip of the iceberg 47 Nobel prizsciences. Solely to mention the tip of the iceberg 47 Nobel prizsciences. Solely to mention the tip of the iceberg 47 Nobel prizsciences. Solely to mention the tip of the iceberg 47 Nobel prize awardees e awardees e awardees e awardees 
have worked at the University of have worked at the University of have worked at the University of have worked at the University of GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen....

2.2.2.2. „„„„Unser Unser Unser Unser UniversumUniversumUniversumUniversum –––– PlanetenPlanetenPlanetenPlaneten, Sterne, , Sterne, , Sterne, , Sterne, GalaxienGalaxienGalaxienGalaxien““““, exhibition of , exhibition of , exhibition of , exhibition of astroastroastroastro----
nomicalnomicalnomicalnomical and space science potentials of our region, and space science potentials of our region, and space science potentials of our region, and space science potentials of our region, 
14.14.14.14.----26. September 200926. September 200926. September 200926. September 2009
Location: Location: Location: Location: Mall of a shopping centreMall of a shopping centreMall of a shopping centreMall of a shopping centre
Participants: Department of Astrophysics, University of Participants: Department of Astrophysics, University of Participants: Department of Astrophysics, University of Participants: Department of Astrophysics, University of GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen; ; ; ; 

MaxMaxMaxMax----PlanckPlanckPlanckPlanck----Institute of Solar System Research; German Institute of Solar System Research; German Institute of Solar System Research; German Institute of Solar System Research; German 
Aerospace Aerospace Aerospace Aerospace CenterCenterCenterCenter; University of Applied Sciences and Arts; ; University of Applied Sciences and Arts; ; University of Applied Sciences and Arts; ; University of Applied Sciences and Arts; FPGFPGFPGFPG

Content: Content: Content: Content: Information about the respective fields of interest and current Information about the respective fields of interest and current Information about the respective fields of interest and current Information about the respective fields of interest and current 
research projects by poster presentations, short reviews and research projects by poster presentations, short reviews and research projects by poster presentations, short reviews and research projects by poster presentations, short reviews and 
experiments around a selfexperiments around a selfexperiments around a selfexperiments around a self----made 6mmade 6mmade 6mmade 6m----dome with fulldome with fulldome with fulldome with full----domedomedomedome----
projection (see 1.).projection (see 1.).projection (see 1.).projection (see 1.).

Offer: Offer: Offer: Offer: Guided tours for preschool kids and school classes Guided tours for preschool kids and school classes Guided tours for preschool kids and school classes Guided tours for preschool kids and school classes in the                 in the                 in the                 in the                 
morning; fullmorning; fullmorning; fullmorning; full----domedomedomedome----shows every full hour in the afternoon shows every full hour in the afternoon shows every full hour in the afternoon shows every full hour in the afternoon 

Shows: Shows: Shows: Shows: Productions for IYA from ESA Productions for IYA from ESA Productions for IYA from ESA Productions for IYA from ESA „„„„Touching the Edge of the Touching the Edge of the Touching the Edge of the Touching the Edge of the UniUniUniUni----
verseverseverseverse”””” and from ESO and from ESO and from ESO and from ESO „„„„In Search of our Cosmic OriginsIn Search of our Cosmic OriginsIn Search of our Cosmic OriginsIn Search of our Cosmic Origins““““; Co; Co; Co; Co----propropropro----
ductionductionductionduction of of of of germangermangermangerman planetariaplanetariaplanetariaplanetaria to the Darwinto the Darwinto the Darwinto the Darwin----year 2009 year 2009 year 2009 year 2009 „„„„DarwinDarwinDarwinDarwin
and his fabulous Orchidsand his fabulous Orchidsand his fabulous Orchidsand his fabulous Orchids““““; the three shows listed above.; the three shows listed above.; the three shows listed above.; the three shows listed above.

Result: Result: Result: Result: 4500 visitors in 100 performances; approximately 16.000 4500 visitors in 100 performances; approximately 16.000 4500 visitors in 100 performances; approximately 16.000 4500 visitors in 100 performances; approximately 16.000 
people taking part in one or more offers in total;people taking part in one or more offers in total;people taking part in one or more offers in total;people taking part in one or more offers in total;

Acknowledgements: The FPG wishes to express deepest gratitude for the substantial support of our contributions to IYA2009 by the ZEISS AG, Germany, the administration of 
Göttingen, the Kaufpark Göttingen and the Citymanagement. All photographs are from private sources.
Correspondence address: Förderkreis Planetarium Göttingen e.V., c/o Dr. Thomas Langbein, Nordhäuser Weg 18, D-37085 Göttingen, Germany 

100 100 100 100 HoursHoursHoursHours of of of of AstronomyAstronomyAstronomyAstronomy –––– InflatableInflatableInflatableInflatable Dome in Dome in Dome in Dome in thethethethe HistoricalHistoricalHistoricalHistorical Town HallTown HallTown HallTown Hall

AstronomyAstronomyAstronomyAstronomy and and and and SpaceSpaceSpaceSpace Science in Science in Science in Science in 
Shopping Center Shopping Center Shopping Center Shopping Center „„„„KaufparkKaufparkKaufparkKaufpark““““, , , , 

14.14.14.14.----26.9.200926.9.200926.9.200926.9.2009

OpeningOpeningOpeningOpening Talk Talk Talk Talk bybybyby ESAESAESAESA----Astronaut Astronaut Astronaut Astronaut 
Thomas ReiterThomas ReiterThomas ReiterThomas Reiter

FullFullFullFull----DomeDomeDomeDome----ProjectionProjectionProjectionProjection withwithwithwith
definiti/TWINdefiniti/TWINdefiniti/TWINdefiniti/TWIN

ESAESAESAESA----ExhibitionExhibitionExhibitionExhibition „„„„Eyes in Eyes in Eyes in Eyes in thethethethe SkiesSkiesSkiesSkies““““

AstronomicalAstronomicalAstronomicalAstronomical and and and and scientificscientificscientificscientific offspringoffspringoffspringoffspring

OpeningOpeningOpeningOpening celebrationcelebrationcelebrationcelebration

6m6m6m6m----DomeDomeDomeDome

WaitingWaitingWaitingWaiting forforforfor thethethethe ShowShowShowShow

BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore startingstartingstartingstarting thethethethe eventeventeventevent

TheTheTheThe showshowshowshow startsstartsstartsstarts presentlypresentlypresentlypresently

SearchingSearchingSearchingSearching forforforfor JupiterJupiterJupiterJupiter

GalileanGalileanGalileanGalilean NightsNightsNightsNights, 23.10.2009, 23.10.2009, 23.10.2009, 23.10.2009

AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary of of of of LandingLandingLandingLanding on on on on thethethethe MoonMoonMoonMoon

JescoJescoJescoJesco v. Puttkamer v. Puttkamer v. Puttkamer v. Puttkamer reportsreportsreportsreports on Apollo 11on Apollo 11on Apollo 11on Apollo 11

1.1.1.1. „„„„Planetarium Planetarium Planetarium Planetarium imimimim AltenAltenAltenAlten RathausRathausRathausRathaus““““, a contribution to cornerstone project , a contribution to cornerstone project , a contribution to cornerstone project , a contribution to cornerstone project 
„„„„100 hours of astronomy100 hours of astronomy100 hours of astronomy100 hours of astronomy““““, 2., 2., 2., 2.----5. April 2009 5. April 2009 5. April 2009 5. April 2009 
Location:  Historical town hallLocation:  Historical town hallLocation:  Historical town hallLocation:  Historical town hall
Content:   Information about IYA2009 and its global importanceContent:   Information about IYA2009 and its global importanceContent:   Information about IYA2009 and its global importanceContent:   Information about IYA2009 and its global importance;  ;  ;  ;  

advertisement for natural sciences and especially the advertisement for natural sciences and especially the advertisement for natural sciences and especially the advertisement for natural sciences and especially the 
building of a building of a building of a building of a ““““Science DomeScience DomeScience DomeScience Dome”””” in in in in GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen

Offer: Offer: Offer: Offer: FullFullFullFull----DomeDomeDomeDome----PlanetariumPlanetariumPlanetariumPlanetarium----shows in a 6mshows in a 6mshows in a 6mshows in a 6m----inflatable dome inflatable dome inflatable dome inflatable dome 
with projection equipment borrowed from ZEISS, with projection equipment borrowed from ZEISS, with projection equipment borrowed from ZEISS, with projection equipment borrowed from ZEISS, 
accompanied by poster presentation about historical accompanied by poster presentation about historical accompanied by poster presentation about historical accompanied by poster presentation about historical 
development of the world view and technical realisations development of the world view and technical realisations development of the world view and technical realisations development of the world view and technical realisations 
of modelling the universe by machines.of modelling the universe by machines.of modelling the universe by machines.of modelling the universe by machines.

Shows:Shows:Shows:Shows: ““““Exploring the UniverseExploring the UniverseExploring the UniverseExploring the Universe””””; ; ; ; ““““Origins of LifeOrigins of LifeOrigins of LifeOrigins of Life””””; ; ; ; ““““The ABC of StarsThe ABC of StarsThe ABC of StarsThe ABC of Stars””””
Result: Result: Result: Result: 1000 visitors in 35 sold out performances1000 visitors in 35 sold out performances1000 visitors in 35 sold out performances1000 visitors in 35 sold out performances

3.3.3.3. „„„„HimmlischeHimmlischeHimmlischeHimmlische LichterLichterLichterLichter und und und und mehrmehrmehrmehr““““, a contribution to cornerstone project, a contribution to cornerstone project, a contribution to cornerstone project, a contribution to cornerstone project
„„„„Galilean NightsGalilean NightsGalilean NightsGalilean Nights““““, 23. , 23. , 23. , 23. OktoberOktoberOktoberOktober 2009200920092009
Location: Location: Location: Location: City centre of City centre of City centre of City centre of GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen;;;;
Content: Content: Content: Content: Information about Information about Information about Information about GalileisGalileisGalileisGalileis fundamental findings using the fundamental findings using the fundamental findings using the fundamental findings using the exexexex----

ample of his observations of Jupiter ample of his observations of Jupiter ample of his observations of Jupiter ample of his observations of Jupiter 
Offer: Offer: Offer: Offer: Astronomical talks, guided tours and Astronomical talks, guided tours and Astronomical talks, guided tours and Astronomical talks, guided tours and rallyesrallyesrallyesrallyes along the planetary along the planetary along the planetary along the planetary 

path of path of path of path of GGGGööööttingenttingenttingenttingen (see Poster 2); Info(see Poster 2); Info(see Poster 2); Info(see Poster 2); Info----point with observing point with observing point with observing point with observing 
facilityfacilityfacilityfacility

Result: Result: Result: Result: 500 interested people, partly taking a look on Jupiter and his 500 interested people, partly taking a look on Jupiter and his 500 interested people, partly taking a look on Jupiter and his 500 interested people, partly taking a look on Jupiter and his 
moons.moons.moons.moons.

4.4.4.4. Further contributionsFurther contributionsFurther contributionsFurther contributions
In cooperation with local cinemas presentations of movies with sIn cooperation with local cinemas presentations of movies with sIn cooperation with local cinemas presentations of movies with sIn cooperation with local cinemas presentations of movies with some kind of ome kind of ome kind of ome kind of 
relation to IYA (relation to IYA (relation to IYA (relation to IYA („„„„Space Space Space Space OdysseeOdysseeOdysseeOdyssee““““, , , , „„„„Star Trek 11Star Trek 11Star Trek 11Star Trek 11““““, , , , „„„„In the Shadow of  the In the Shadow of  the In the Shadow of  the In the Shadow of  the 
MoonMoonMoonMoon““““) combined with talks about a relevant theme by experts were ) combined with talks about a relevant theme by experts were ) combined with talks about a relevant theme by experts were ) combined with talks about a relevant theme by experts were 
organised. The anniversary of the landing on the moon was celebrorganised. The anniversary of the landing on the moon was celebrorganised. The anniversary of the landing on the moon was celebrorganised. The anniversary of the landing on the moon was celebrated with a ated with a ated with a ated with a 
visit of visit of visit of visit of JescoJescoJescoJesco v. v. v. v. PuttkamerPuttkamerPuttkamerPuttkamer one of the leading engineering scientist in the one of the leading engineering scientist in the one of the leading engineering scientist in the one of the leading engineering scientist in the 
ApolloApolloApolloApollo----program 40 years ago and now responsible NASAprogram 40 years ago and now responsible NASAprogram 40 years ago and now responsible NASAprogram 40 years ago and now responsible NASA----Manager for the Manager for the Manager for the Manager for the 
ISSISSISSISS----Crews.Crews.Crews.Crews.

Events:Events:Events:Events:


